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IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 

application. 

Listing of claims: 

Claims 1-5 (cancelled). 
I 

Claim^fcurrently amended): A process for the preparation of substantially racemic 
2-(r2-f4-hvdroxyphenvne^ 

phenyllpropanoic acid according to claim 4 comprising reacting a compound of formula I 




S0 2 CH 3 



enriched in one enantiomer with a chlorosilane of formula ClSiR^R 3 in which R 1 , R 2 , and 
R 3 independently represent a C\. 6 alkyl group or aryl in the presence of a nitrogenous base in 
the presence of an inert solvent at a temperature in the range of 0 to 1 50°C to give a 
compound of formula II 




in which R 1 , R 2 , and R 3 are previously defined which is hydrolysed to give a racemic 
compound of formula III 
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S0 2 CH 3 0 

II 



wherein R 1 , R 2 , and R 3 independently represent a Ci-6 alkyl group or aryl. 




O— Si(CH 3 ) 3 



1 \ 

Claim j/(new): A process according to claim^wherein the chlorosilane is selected 

from: chlorotriethylsilane, chlorodimethyl/er/butylsilane, chlorotriphenylsilane and 
chlorodimethylphenyl si lane. 



I -W A/2874523. 1 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. : 056291-5220 
Application No.: 10/561,161 
Page 4 

Claim \}/{new): A process according to claim^wherein the chlorosilane is 
chlorotrimethylsilane. 

ip i 

Claim y^(new): A process according to claim f/f\ therein the nitrogenous base is 
selected from 1,8 diazabicyclo[5.4.0] undec-7-ene, a trialkylamine, an optionally substituted 
pyridine or an optionally substituted imidazole. 

Claim l/(new): A process according to claim j/wherein the nitrogenous base is 1,8 
diazabicyclo[5.4.0] undec-7-ene. 
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